IN THECLAIiMS: 



Claims 1-8. (Cancelled). 

9. (Currcnlly Amended) An image forming apparatus comprising: 

a first plate including electron-emitting devices , said electron-emittinu 
devices being fomied in an approximate rectangular region ; 

a second plate having a fluor e sc e nt m e mb er fomiing a substantially 
rectangular re gion, said s e cond plate being disposed to face said first plate; 

a plurality of spacers disposed between said first plate and said second 
plate, each of said spacers b e ing dispos e d substantially in parallel with e ach oth e r and e ach 
having a longitudinal axis extending in a l e ngthwis e direction thereof; from one side of said 
rectangle re^iQn to an opposite side of said rectangle region, said spacers being disposed so that 
said longitudinal axes are substantially in parallel with each other; 

an outer frame hermetically surrounding a space between said first plate 
and said second plate^r^rtd 

a g e tt e r disposed b e tw ee n said first plate and said second plat e and 
within th e space, and p r oximat e to a sid e of said out e r fram e that is position e d across an 
imaginaty e xt e nsion of said spacers in th e longitudinal axis d i r e ction th ere of, wh e r e in said 
spac e rs ar c disposed so that the longitudinal axis of each spac er i s substant i ally parall e l to a 
long e r sid e of th e re ctangula r r e gion form e d by said t luo re sc e nt m e mb e r 

wherein ends of each spacer in a lonuitudinal direction are positioned 
within an area between said rectanule region and said outer frame; and 



at least one uetter disposed between said first plate and said second 
plate, said setter being located in a reuion interposed between a frame side of said outer frame 
that is positioned across imauinary extensions of the longitudinal axes of said spacers and said 
ends facing said frame side of said spacers and being interposed between imauinarv extensions of 
the longitudinal axes of the two outemiost spacers . 

Claims 10 and 11. (Cancelled). 

12. (Original) The image forming apparatus according to claim 9, wherein 
said getter is a ring-shaped getter. 

13. (Cancelled). 

14. (Original) The image forming apparatus according to claim 9, wherein 
said electron-emitting devices are field emission {y^ic electron-emitting devices. 

15. (Original) The image fonning apparatus according to claim 9, wherein 
said electron-emitting devices are surface conduction electron-emitting devices. 

16. (Cancelled). 

1 7. (Original) The image fomiing apparatus to claim 9. wherein said getter 
is disposed on said first plate. 



